
IS IT ARGENTINE, ARGENTINEAN OR ARGENTINIAN? 
In Spanish, the official name of the country is La República Argentina. The republic is the

noun,  Argentina is its adjective. Now, how can one say this in English? It may be best to consider
opinions of British people who lived with both languages: 



The Ambassador’s comparison of dictionaries was with Noah Webster's American Dictio-
nary of the English Language. It is believed that the first instance of Argentinian or the like will be
found in American publications. 

The persistence ‘of some River Plate House magnates, in their annual speech-makings, to
refer to this country as the Argentine,’ lamented by the Review, may be traced back to a speech by
Frank Parish, who said ‘Argentina, as it is now called’ at the general meeting of shareholders of the
Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway held in London on 28 March 1889. One may take that date
as approximately the one when the usage of Argentina began but the Argentine was retained by
London’s River Plate Circle.


